
AN OVERVIEW OF THE MAJOR SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE

The California earthquake of April 18, ranks as one of the most significant earthquakes of all time. Today, its importance
comes more from the wealth of.

Chinatown was both a thriving, self-sufficient community and a gilded ghetto, a bastion of Chinese culture
and an expression of the white racism that forbade Asians to live anywhere else. Not the most comprehensive
or unemotional guide to the earthquake, but one based in personal anecdotes and stories, with many quotes
directly from survivors interviewed by the authors. About 10 or 12 seconds after the shaking subsided, the city
was rocked by a far more powerful temblor that lasted some 45 to 60 seconds. I'm typically not a huge fan of
history books that are so story-based, preferring to see a very organized, big-picture view, but I was captivated
by this one. But Chinatown was also an artificial creation, and any Asian who ventured out beyond its borders
risked a severe beating â€” or worse â€” by ever vigilant white street thugs. The 7. The earthquake was crucial
in the development of the University of California, San Francisco and its medical facilities. Residents wander
the streets in midst the destruction. Passengers were permitted to take with them on the ferries only as many
personal possessions as they could carry with them. The lowballing city figures may have been a public
relations ploy to downplay the disaster with an eye on rebuilding the city. The survivors slept in tents in city
parks and the Presidio, stood in long lines for food, and were required to do their cooking in the street to
minimize the threat of additional fires. Not long after, a drenching rain fell, too late to fight the fire but
welcome nevertheless. But when hard-pressed firemen attached hoses to hydrants, they found to their horror
that there was little or no water available. Martial law had not been declared, but the general issued orders as if
he were on a campaign. The inferno grew so intense that temperatures reached upward of 2, degrees
Fahrenheit. All the conduits that transported water to San Francisco were either near, or actually crossed, the
San Andreas fault. The frequently quoted value of deaths caused by the earthquake and fire is now believed to
underestimate the total loss of life by a factor of 3 or 4. He was a young surgeon who lived in an octagonal
house at Green St. The story of Dr. Following the San Francisco earthquake, more than 40, people were
relocated to a makeshift tent city in Golden Gate Park and were treated by the faculty of the Affiliated
Colleges. Three stories had sunk into the marshy soil before the whole building collapsed on itself. See media
help. In the site was largely barren sand dunes fringed with wind-stunted oaks and populated mainly by
billions of fleas that tormented man and beast alike. A soldier appeared and ordered Dr. It was pressed ahead
mainly by re-insurers. The San Francisco earthquake is considered one of the worst natural disasters in U.


