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Analysis Autonomy A number of moral principles that are deontological in nature are relevant to the kinds of
dilemmas that often present themselves in healthcare. All treatment involves some harm, even if minimal, but
the harm should not be disproportionate to the benefits of treatment. Her mental illness means that she is
unlikely to be competent to consent or refuse the injection, but an attempt should be made to explain to her, in
terms that she could understand, what the treatment would involve and what the outcome would be without
treatment. Seeking consent: working witholder people London: Department of Health. Philisophical
foundations of applied and professional ethics. The promise of the beneficience model for medical ethics.
Competent patients can refuse treatments even if the treatment is potentially beneficial and the absence of
treatment could mean death Lantos et al. This involved the principle of autonomy but also the principle of
non-malefience. Code of ethics for nurses with interpretive statements. Nurses should give patients
information about their treatment that is accurate and understandable. These are all questions I have to ask
myself when providing care to my patients. This is why, according to the authors, nursing care must be guided
by a code of ethics. Patient Confidentiality - Patient Confidentiality research papers explore the ethics of
nurses in regards to patient information. For a patient to exercise autonomy it is important that health care
providers assess the mental ability and maturity of the patient to determine if the patient is capable of
competent decision making. Since these ethics were instilled in us as children by our caregivers we carried
these ethics into our daily lives and the decisions that we made. Administer the treatment that will save her life
and then work toward restoring her autonomy if possible. Respect for patient autonomy deontological theory
The principle of respect for patient autonomy acknowledges the right of a patient to have control over his or
her own life, and this would include the right to decide who should have access to his or her personal
information. Beneficence on the part of the health care provider can become paternalism if the patients choice
is overridden. Patients suffering with dementia cannot always exercise autonomy. Crow, J  Nurses and
Co-workers The Nurse should  Diagnosis and management of communityacquired pneumonia in adults. The
patient must be informed that refusing treatment could likely mean a deterioration in their condition or
possible death. Nursing Program Article - Nursing Program Article Research Papers look at a sample of an
order placed for a critical analysis of an article. This assignment will consider autonomy as identified in a
practice placement, but will also look briefly at the ethical principle of non-malefience that is relevant in this
assignment. In addition to this, her health care providers would most likely suffer as well. Professional
responsibility. Family Practice Management, 7 4 ,  Nursing Care Plan - Nursing Care Plans research papers
discuss the set of actions to be undertaken by a nurse in the treatment of a patient. I think this is the perfect
opportunity to educate the patient of the risk and benefits of receiving the blood transfusion. Pay special
attention to vulnerable groups and individuals such as children, elderly, people with physical disability, mental
illness, and so on. In the case of the nurse, this would translate into a patient expectation that the nurse will
provide care that is consistent with the understanding of that care between the patient and the nurse. Ethics
Verses Mandates Nurses find themselves caught between their ethics and the mandates of managers and
leaders in healthcare organizations and even in insurance corporations. This is important so that we may
achieve our primary goal of purpose which is to care for the patient. Nurses, who are involved in research,
must pass the specific training courses, have knowledge about the research regulations, and be familiar with
national, general, and specific ethical guidelines and be pledged to these regulations. In this case, when refusal
of treatment does not affect the care of other patients or the efficiency or fairness of care provided at the
hospital, the patients right to refuse treatment is stronger than the right to mandate treatment. It is also
important for nurses to understand what malpractice is and how they may protect themselves from a
malpractice suit. As a nurse I make ethical decisions every day. This added effort requires that nurses have the
ability to perceive and communicate. Retrieved October 26, , from Reference. When efforts at persuasion fail,
the question is, when should health care providers agree to patient wishes for treatment that will provide
suboptimal outcomes? Apply the safety measures to be sure that nursing interventions are harmless, and when
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is necessary, consult this matter with other health team members. While have attention to the medical health at
the local level, endeavor to achieve the health goals in national and international levels. Nursing Mentorship -
In the health care profession, the use of Nursing Mentorship can enable newly-hired individuals or those who
might have recently entered the profession to develop the skills and traits that the most seasoned nurses have
come to embody. The principles of consent continue to apply to any medication for conditions not related to
the mental disorder for which they are being treated.


