
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MANY CONTRADICTING DEFINITIONS OF

DESERTIFICATION

that it has received a number of contradictory definitions and .. in , a team of American scientists working on the
interpretation of images gathered . desertification has been--and still is--used by many authors to.

Distinction of the Effects of Traditional Indigenous Land Management and of Imported Exogenous Land
Management The approach to man-induced desertification requires another differentiation between: - the
environmental impact of traditional models of land utilization. Also reprinted in Desertification M. Climate
and Desertification. In the winnowed topsoil 20 cm , the mode can reach micrometres. There is general
agreement that many environmental changes result more from short-term natural climatic changes droughts
than from aridity, a long-term climatic factor. That is the reason why it is unwise to propose two terms,
desertification and desertization, the first referring to climate-driven natural change, the second to
man-induced change. Viewed in this broader context, it can be shown that there are many activities that
contribute to an increase in our knowledge and understanding of the phenomenon known as desertification. In
the Sahel, in the fixed red dune system, the mode varies between and micrometres. Many oppose this view,
however, contending that desert-like conditions cannot be created in a desert. Google Scholar Johnson, D.
Gordon and Breach, New York, pp. For example, a meteorological bias might require for the use of the term
"desertification" that a change take place in the meteorological parameters of a given region, so that they
become similar to those for a desert region e. These methods, adapted in American and Australian ranches,
have required considerable investments in sophisticated agricultural equipment, but can be developed more
modestly by local people; - to give back a pastoral value to abandoned good land without knowing if the
pastoralists will return to this land; - to allow agricultural land to rest by introducing legumes on cultivated
fallow under the cereals; - to allow grazing in the olive tree plantations, to minimize sand mobilization and
dune genesis by less ploughing; - to insert on both cultivated and on grazing land autochthonous arborescent
vegetation as a multiple resource so as to create natural nitrogen-input anti-erosive shelters and wood
producing vegetation. Reims, p. The League for Pastoral Peoples, Pragelatostr. We think that the vegetative
indicator alone is not a good one because the status of vegetation does not reflect a general trend, but rather
seasonal or annual variability of rainfall. Can Desert Encroachment Be Stopped? The interactions between
these various 'spheres' are difficult to predict, not least because their respective processes occur on widely
differing time scales. Many examples of adaptation have proved that traditional knowledge is able to provide
new responses to droughts and land degradation. Important factors in contemporary society--the struggle for
development and the effort to increase food production, and to adapt and apply modern technologies, set
against a background of population growth and demographic changes--interlock in a network of cause and
effect. The second concentrates on soil and water conservation. The interdunal depressions also have a lower
reflectance. Three main ways in which the people of the steppes have degraded their lands can be
distinguished: firewood cutting the cause of the disappearance of trees , overgrazing and steppe clearing. After
investigations of the scientific literature, we found only local examples of success in combating land
degradation; no national example exists with an inspired government, even in Australia, where technical
solutions are known but are disturbed by socio-economic parameters. To the south of the same photographs,
the whole barchanic edifices are vegetated with some bushes in the interdunal spaces. Some researchers
consider climate to be the major contributor to desertification processes, with human factors playing a
relatively minor supporting role. We are in fact not able to combat the supervening of the droughts, nor even
to understand their mechanisms. Desertification: Environmental Degradatian in and around Arid Lands. The
reserve was closed to grazing, and no alternative grazing was provided to the Raikas. Some researchers have
dismissed the value concern, by suggesting that any type of vegetation that holds the soil in place is of value in
the fight against desertification, whether or not it has an economic value.


