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The compensation costs are based on court cases or government decisions and can be seen as a valid
representation of the economic value of the health damage in each case. It occurs when water is contaminated
by such substances as human and animal wastes, toxic chemicals, metals and oils. In a cost-benefit analysis,
Misra estimated the net present social benefits from water pollution abatement at the Nandesari Industrial
Estate at Rs 0. The major urban air pollutants can also give rise to significant respiratory morbidity WHO 
Workplace air is another important source of air pollution exposure chapter  Incineration of medical waste
containing broken medical equipment is a source of environmental contamination with mercury. How do we
know when water is polluted? However, there are several complications that should definitely be brought to
awareness among the public. Countries must first understand the sources of the polltion, then determine the
best methods to eliminate the pollution. Sources of Outdoor Air Pollution Outdoor air pollution is caused
mainly by the combustion of petroleum products or coal by motor vehicles, industry, and power stations. The
presence of arsenic in tube wells in Bangladesh because of natural contamination from underground
geological layers was first confirmed in  Mandating the use of lead-free gasoline is an important intervention
in relation to health. Each of three categories of interventions toxin control, fatal injury reduction, and
medicine presented in table  One of the few detailed studies of the costs and benefits of air pollution control in
a specific urban area Voorhees and others used changing nitric oxide and NO2 emissions in Tokyo during
â€”94 as a basis for the calculations. Intervention Costs and Cost-Effectiveness This chapter cannot follow the
detailed format for the economic analysis of different preventive interventions devised for the disease-specific
chapters, because the exposures, health effects, and interventions are too varied and because of the lack of
overarching examples of economic assessments. Another type of air pollution that can have disastrous
consequences is radioactive pollution from a malfunctioning nuclear power station, as occurred in Chernobyl
in WHO  In almost all cases the effect is damaging not only to individual species and population, but also to
the natural biological communities WIKI 1. Rainwater collection is relatively inexpensive. Many urban areas
of developing countries have similar or greater levels of air pollution. Conversely, groundwater can also feed
surface water sources. According to figures from the World Health Organization the most recent available at
the time this article was updated in , some 2. The burden in specific local areas may be large, as in the example
cited in box  This is known as a harmful algal bloom also known as an HAB or red tide, because it can turn the
water red. The biggest sources of radioactive pollution in Europe are two factories that reprocess waste fuel
from nuclear power plants : Sellafield on the north-west coast of Britain and Cap La Hague on the north coast
of France. Pollutants include toxic waste materials from factories, spillage of oil from oil tankers, pesticides
and herbicides from farms, soil erosion which is usually deposited in a water source, sewages from homes and
septic tanks spill off nearby water sources and the list is endless. Indirect costs, such as forgone earnings, were
excluded. There are a variety of secondary effects stemming not from the original pollutant, but a derivative
condition. Early loss of life in elderly people, who would have died soon regardless of the air pollution, has
been labeled mortality displacement, because it contributes little to the overall burden of disease McMichael
and others  Over two thirds of Earth's surface is covered by water ; less than a third is taken up by land. In the
developing world [according to UNESCO] as much as 70 percent of industrial waste is just dumped untreated
into the rivers and lakes. Nevertheless, public health practitioners and decision makers in developing countries
need to be aware of the potential health risks caused by air and water pollution and to know where to find the
more detailed information required to handle a specific situation. In each city, an emissions inventory was
established, and rudimentary dispersion modeling was carried out. All human beings need water to survive.


