
A BIOGRAPHY OF POPE BENEDICT XV

Benedict XV, original name Giacomo Della Chiesa, (born Nov. 21, , Pegli, Kingdom of Sardiniaâ€”died Jan. 22, , Rome),
pope from to 

He undertook the greatest efforts trying to help the victims of the Russian famine with millions in relief.
However, his belief that the fall of Czarist Russia would provide an opportunity for the expansion of Roman
Catholicism weakened his neutral stance. He was a courageous and authentic prophet of peace and strove with
brave courage first of all to avert the tragedy of the war and then to limit its harmful consequences. In he was
promoted to be Archbishop of Milan where he was at Benedict's death on 22 January,  Beyond his diplomatic
and humanitarian activity, Benedict XV also issued the Code of Canon Law, the first time that canon law had
been codified. Thus on 3 September , della Chiesa, despite having been a cardinal only three months, was
elected pope, taking the name of Benedict XV. But it was a muted overture. This effort is at the basis of the
Holy See's humanitarian effort, which recently led Pope Francis to appoint Cardinal Fernando Filoni as his
personal envoy to Iraq. There was, however, a Cardinal-Secretary to run these bodies on a day-to-day basis.
He declared the neutrality of the Holy See and attempted from that perspective to mediate peace in and  He
expounded the principles which govern moral decisions about war. Due to the enduring Roman Question ,
after the announcement of his election to the papacy by the Cardinal Protodeacon, Benedict XV, following in
the footsteps of his two most recent predecessors, did not appear on the balcony of St. He firmly circumvented
the Integralist movement, and he fomented the Unione Popolare, thus laying foundations for the Catholic
Action movement of the s. On Aug. Benedict did make an elaborate effort to mediate between the warring
powers in August  Encyclopedia of World Biography. Later he made positive efforts toward reestablishing
peace, though hampered by the pro-Austrian sentiments of the majority of cardinals. Two future popes owed
their vital experiences in Poland and in Germany to Benedict's eye for talent. In March he wrote to the Bishop
of Bergamo: "Let no member of the clergy suppose that activity of this kind is something foreign to his
priestly ministry because the field in which it is exercised is economic. He studied at the University of
Bologna and the Collegio Capranica in Rome and then became a papal diplomat. The national antagonisms
between the warring parties were accentuated by religious differences before the war, with France, Italy and
Belgium being largely Catholic. Late in the war, in Mayâ€”October , the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima
occurred in Fatima, Portugal , apparitions that would be declared "worthy of belief" in during the papacy of
his successor, Pius XI. But the pope preferred them to reside in Switzerland. Benedict XV understood that the
Holy See had to improve its diplomatic efforts: at the beginning of the war, the Holy See had diplomatic
relations with only the Austro-Hungarian and Russian empires â€” both of which collapsed during the world
war. Benedict maintained, in principle, his predecessor's attitude to Modernism, but greatly softened its
application. During the First World War, in fact, there was only one national embassy in Rome. Learn More in
these related Britannica articles:. Cardinal Gasparri believed that the peace conditions and the humiliation of
the Germans would likely result in another war as soon as Germany would be militarily in a position to start
one. For the moment it was at least a step forward that the whole political sphere in Italy was no longer taboo.
It is desirable that we pray for the cessation of the war without dictating to Almighty God in what way it
should end". The group made some , requests for information about prisoners; 40, requests for repatriation;
and , communications to the families of prisoners. The first four years and two months of his reign were the
years of the First World War. Large food shipments, and information about and contacts with POWs, were to
be the first steps for a better understanding of the papacy in Europe. Before Christmas he tried to persuade the
belligerents to revive the Truce of God for the feast day. Despite this, he wrote an encyclical pleading for
international reconciliation, Pacem, Dei Munus Pulcherrimum. In he was made archbishop of Bologna, in May
he became a cardinal, and on September 3 of that year he was elected pope. Much that they achieved was
initiated by him. Five days after his election he spoke of his determination to do what he could to bring peace,
and his first encyclical on 1 November, was concerned with this subject.


