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Since Cervantes says that Don Quixote was "engendered" in a prison, that is presumably a reference to this
episode. At the same time, [13] Cervantes continued working on Los trabajos de Persiles y Sigismunda , a
novel of adventurous travel , completed just before his death, [27] and appearing posthumously in January  In ,
Cervantes and his brother Rodrigo tried to return to Spain, but they were captured during their voyage by a
group of Turkish ships. Visit Website Poet Soldier Cervantes's first known published writing dates to , when
he contributed some poetry to a memorial collection after the death of Elizabeth of Valois, the wife of Spain's
King Philip II. Though stricken with a fever, he refused to stay below and joined the thick of the fighting. He
is best known for being the author of Don Quixote , , a widely read literary classic. Cervantes recounted his
conduct in the battle with pride. As a young man, he was a soldier and was later held captive as a slave. What
is clear is that Cervantes could not read Latin, [17] which was an informal requirement to be considered
educated in humanities at the time. However, by he had enlisted as a soldier in a Spanish infantry regiment
stationed in Naples , then a possession of the Spanish crown. We find here an abundance of fancy that is never
at a loss for some probable and interesting incident; we find a graphic power that makes living and
unforgettable many a minor character, even if slightly sketched; we find the charm of the country rendered by
little touches without any formal descriptions; and we find a humorous and minute reproduction of the
manners of the time. Fact Check We strive for accuracy and fairness. Please help improve it by rewriting it in
an encyclopedic style. At least two contemporary records of the life led by Christian captives in Algiers at this
time mention Cervantes. At the same time Cervantes grew fond of his hero, and made him, as we must feel, in
some sort a representative of his own chivalrous enthusiasms and constant disappointments. He was still full
of plans and hopes when death overtook him, but he greeted it with perfect simplicity, without lamentations
over the past or anxiety for the future. Though taken with fever, Cervantes refused to stay below. They were a
great familiarity with the romances of chivalry, and a natural liking for them; a life of honorable but
unrewarded endeavor both in war and in the higher literature; and much experience of Vagabondia, with the
art of taking down and reproducing in amusing profusion the typical scenes and languages of low life. In
Rome, he focused his attention on Renaissance art, architecture, and poetry â€” knowledge of Italian literature
is discernible in his work. Possible reasons include that he was a "student" of the same name, a
"sword-wielding fugitive from justice", or fleeing from a royal warrant of arrest, for having wounded a certain
Antonio de Sigura in a duel. After the Battle of Lepanto, Cervantes remained in hospital in Messina , Italy, for
about six months, before his wounds healed enough to allow his joining the colors again. Yet Sancho follows
his master into every danger, shares his discomfiture and the many blows that rain down upon him, and hopes
to the end for the governorship of that Insula with which Don Quixote is some day to reward his faithful
esquire. In any event, in going to Italy Cervantes was doing what many young Spaniards of the time did to
further their careers in one way or another. Sancho, to be sure, at last tastes the governorship of his Insula, and
Don Quixote on his death-bed recovers his wits. The fierce battle ended in a crushing defeat for the Turks that
was ultimately to break their control of the Mediterranean. The traits of the boor, the glutton, and the coward
come most naturally to the surface upon occasion, yet Sancho remains a patient, good-natured peasant, a
devoted servant, and a humble Christian. This is the simple object which Cervantes had and avowed. While it
has been speculated that he studied at the University of Salamanca , there is no evidence supporting it. Over
the next 20 years, Cervantes led a nomadic existence, working as a purchasing agent for the Spanish Armada
and as a tax collector. His uncle was mayor of Cabra for many years. Quixote finally regains his senses before
the novel ends. His last known written words â€” the dedication to Los trabajos de Persiles y Sigismunda â€”
was written, he tells us, after having received Extreme Unction. Since his passing, Cervantes has been credited
with writing the first modern novel. He holds fast as long as he can to the evidence of his senses, and to his
little weaknesses of flesh and spirit. His birth and nurture had made him religious and chivalrous from the
beginning, and he remained so by conviction to the end. Had his wit not come by chance on the idea of the
Ingenious Hidalgo, Cervantes would never have attained his universal renown, even if his other works and the
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interest of his career should have sufficed to give him a place in the literary history of his country. Little is
known of Cervantes' early years. In one scene, the deluded Don Quixote even fights a windmill, mistaking it
for a giant. The probable date of his birth was determined from records in the church register, given the
tradition of naming a child after the feast day of his birth. He would have rejected with indignation an
interpretation of his work that would see in it an attack on religion or even on chivalry. Based on the high
praise of the Jesuits in the Dialogue of the Dogs , there has been speculation that Cervantes also studied with
them, but again there is no evidence. He was buried on the grounds of a convent there, in an unmarked grave.
His work has inspired countless other authors throughout the centuriesâ€”including Gustave Flaubert , Henry
Fielding and Fyodor Dostoyevsky â€”and the story of Don Quixote has been retold in many ways, including in
the popular musical The Man of La Mancha and in an artwork by Pablo Picasso. If you see something that
doesn't look right, contact us! He was a literary man with literary interests, and the idea which came to him
was to ridicule the absurdities of the prevalent literary mode.


