
MARXISM IN LITERATURE

Marxist literary criticism is a loose term describing literary criticism based on socialist and in what could chronologically
be specified as the early period of Marxist literary criticism subscribed to what has come to be called "Vulgar Marxism.

They tried to combine aspects of Formalism with the theories of Marx and Freud. The French Marxist thinker,
Louis Althusser further developed the Marxist approach through the introduction of various concepts like
overdetermination , Ideology etc. Many others belonging to the same perspective went into exile and
continued their work abroad. It is this struggle between opposing classes that result in social transformation.
This concept undercuts simplistic notions of one to one correspondence between base and superstructure. For
example, Balzac , a supporter of Bourbon dynasty, provides a penetrating account of the French society than
all the historians. Classical Marxism: Basic Principles According to Marxism, society progresses through the
struggle between opposing forces. It has been the backbone of almost all modern theories of culture and
criticism. The civil society spreads ideology through the law, textbooks, religious rituals and norms so that the
people imbibe them even without their knowledge. History progresses through this class struggle. The RSA
includes law courts, prison, police, army etc and the ISA include political parties, schools, media, churches,
family, art etc. In , Jameson co-founded the Marxist Literary Group with a number of his graduate students at
the University of California. His writings on politics, culture, the mass media and literature are a significant
contribution to the Marxist critique of culture and the arts. The development of Marxist criticism[ edit ]
Although Marx and Friedrich Engels detailed theories of socialism in the mid-nineteenth century, it was not
until the s that Marxist literary theory was systematized. The Hungarian Marxist critic Georg Lukacs
represented this type of political orthodoxy. The founder of Italian communist Party, Antonio Gramsci was a
politician, political theorist, linguist and philosopher. The documentary Hip-hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes
takes this approach, as well, but in this case examining how minority cultures are encouraged to proliferate
images or representations of themselves that will inevitably empower those who hope to oppress them.
Another important concept used by Marx was the dialectic which was originally developed by the 18th
century German philosopher Hegel. Klassovost refers to the commitment of the writer to the interests of the
working class. Marx argued that all mental ideological systems are products of real social and economic
existence. Bourgeois theatre is based on illusionism. He argued that literature must become an instrument of
the party.


