
AN OVERVIEW OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF A RAILROAD BY THE

CHINESE WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES

By Christopher Merritt, Ph.D. Summary. Chinese workers made a significant contribution to the construction of the first
transcontinental . For America's Chinese railroad workers, these artifacts are the only physical things left from the time.

In , one-third of the men in the Californian gold fields were Chinese. Chinese workers were paid less than half
the amount white workers were paid. In the years that followed, the Chinese workers would face rising
anti-immigrant sentiment and violence, and would be barred from citizenship by the Chinese Exclusion Act.
The number of Chinese migrants who converted to Christianity remained at first low. Some estimate that 50 to
to over Chinese workers were killed as a result of snow slides, landslides, explosions, falls and other
accidents. Many of the workers also went north to labor on the Canadian transcontinental railroadâ€”the
Chinese experience there being better known and honored by Canadians than that in the United States. This
law remained in effect until  Because the demand for tea was so high, the contractor decided to bypass the
middlemen and had their agents in their Hong Kong office purchase the tea directly from growers in China.
We have brought together historians and other scholars in a range of disciplines in North America and in Asia
to locate new historical materials and developing a multi-disciplinary approach to understanding and
appreciating this long neglected history. Some 8, Chinese focused on building the tunnels while another 3, laid
track. Photo in San Francisco Chinatown from  The only women who did go to America were usually the
wives of merchants. In , the first Chinese merchants' association was formed, but it did not last long. On June
24, three thousand Chinese workers put down their tools and refused to work. The immigrants seemed to be
more willing to tolerate the horrible conditions, and progress continued. It did. Chinese were also sent
elsewhere across the country to build new lines. To be literate in China at that time involved being conversant
with Chinese classical texts, and by that definition, almost all of the workers were not literate. April 29, In the
19th Century, Sino-U. When the Transcontinental Railroad was complete, Chinese laborers made up over 90
percent of Central Pacific's workforce. The latter became especially significant for the Chinese community
because for religious reasons many of the immigrants laid value to burial or cremation including the scattering
of ashes in China. Because much of the gold fields were exhaustingly gone over until the beginning of the
20th century, many of the Chinese remained far longer than the European miners. What is the controversy
over whether Chinese workers were lowered in baskets to place explosive charges at Cape Horn? Many of
these Chinese laborers were not unskilled seasonal workers, but were in fact experienced farmers, whose vital
expertise the Californian fruit, vegetables and wine industries owe much to this very day. Comments 2
1of2Chinese workers ride a handcar on the Northwest Pacific Railway in the s. Without them it would be
impossible to complete the western portion of this great national enterprise, within the time required by the
Acts of Congress. Among those against it was construction superintendent James Strobridge. In the East Coast
of the United States a strong demand for these products existed.


