
JOHN DRYDEN ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL

Absalom and Achitophel is a celebrated satirical poem by John Dryden, written in heroic couplets and first published in
The poem tells the Biblical tale of.

But Achitophel is playing a game of his own. Absalom is killed against David's explicit commands after
getting caught by his hair in the thick branches of a great oak tree: "His head caught fast in the oak, and he was
left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on" NRSV 2 Sam. Punish a
body which he could not please; Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease? Such sav'ry deities must needs be
good, As serv'd at once for worship and for food. His faithful friends, our jealousies and fears Call Jebusites;
and Pharaoh's pensioners: Whom, when our fury from his aid has torn, He shall be naked left to public scorn.
People who self-select as "liking poetry" in the modern context are as a general rule looking for something
quite different than what Dryden is offering. The ultimate goal of it was to prevent the Whigs promote the
Exclusion Bill that, in its turn, will prevent James II the current potential King of England from succeeding to
the throne. Keep in mind that this is all taking place only a few decades after the English Civil war when
Charles I the father of Charles II had been executed by Oliver Cromwell and the roundheads and while the
monarchy had subsequently been restored, there were those who for reasons of either political theory or
religion or just general discontent were unhappy with the current state of things. Yes, you will need an edition
with good footnotes. Him he attempts, with studied arts to please, And sheds his venom, in such words as
these. Content ingloriously to pass thy days Like one of virtue's fools that feeds on praise; Till thy fresh
glories, which now shine so bright, Grow stale and tarnish with our daily sight. Let haughty Pharaoh curse
with such a reign, His fruitful Nile, and yoke a servile train. God said he loved your Father; coud he bring A
better Proof than to anoint him King? What faults he had for who from faults is free? The last arguments of
Achitophel solidify his portrayal as an evil and ruthless sociopath. Some thought they God's anointed meant to
slay By guns, invented since full many a day: Our author swears it not; but who can know How far the Devil
and Jebusites may go? A daring pilot in extremity; Pleas'd with the danger, when the waves went high He
sought the storms; but for a calm unfit, Would steer too nigh the sands, to boast his wit. He also suggests that
in Absalom and Achitophel he did not let the satire be too sharp to those who were least corrupt: "I confess I
have laid in for those, by rebating the satire, where justice would allow it, from carrying too sharp an edge.
Had thus Old David, from whose loins you spring, Not dar'd, when fortune call'd him, to be king. Our fond
Begetters, who would never die, Love but themselves in their Posterity. With secret joy, indulgent David
view'd His youthful image in his son renew'd: To all his wishes nothing he deni'd; And made the charming
Annabel his bride. Now, manifest of crimes, contriv'd long since, He stood at bold defiance with his prince:
Held up the buckler of the people's cause, Against the crown; and skulk'd behind the laws. Absalom goes
before the people and wins their love easily. My soul disclaims the kindred of her earth: And made for empire,
whispers me within; Desire of greatness is a god-like sin. All but his kingly diadem he gives: And that: but
there he paus'd; then sighing, said, Is justly destin'd for a worthier head.


