
A LOOK AT NATO AFTER THE COLD WAR AND ITS CHANGING ROLE

disappearance of the Soviet threat robbed NATO of its main raison d'Ãªtre. If success resisting the need to change, the
NATO bureaucracy responded, like all such Yet, as NATO turns fifty in April , it largely remains an alliance in search of
an . And while the Alliance ultimately played a leading role in ending the war.

This program was open to all of the former Warsaw Pact countries and the rest of Europe, and was designed to
open larger collaborations toward overall peace and stability in Europe. While the effects of the Cold War
seemed to be drastic it actually was a war in which no shots were fired. Although the NATO-led Provincial
Reconstruction teams can provide some limited help in this regard, it really does require a broader, concerted
international effort by the international community, including civilian reconstruction agencies and NGOs, and
international aid money. And we have established closer contacts with NGOs, to benefit from their unique
perspectives - and to explain our approach to them. The alliance also took over leadership of the ISAF mission
in Afghanistan in and currently leads the follow-on Resolute Support mission. And, accordingly, each of these
three phases produced a different NATO. They believe that both individual people agents and the world that
they live in are socially constructed and influenced. That changed quickly after the Soviets detonated an
atomic bomb in and the Korean War broke out in  So NATO is no unknown territory for you. In the initial
meetings after the fall of the Berlin Wall, American leaders sought to appease Soviet concerns, offering to
assure them that NATO forces would not expand eastward in Germany. In February , when communists in
Czechoslovakia staged a coup and evicted non-communists from the government, it appeared that the
continuing instability in Europe might facilitate the further spread of Soviet communism. Geography was our
shield. And that will require pragmatism, vision, and political will. NATO countries station new air forces in
the Baltic states. At the same time, we all know that the progress achieved so far in Afghanistan is fragile -
that it must be sustained and reinforced, or it could begin to unravel. However, for a casual observer, whether
here in this country or elsewhere, the terms "India" and "NATO" might not go together easily. War-torn
apartment buildings in Grbavica, Bosnia, One of the main issues that NATO and Russia faced in the s was the
disintegration of Yugoslavia and ensuing violence. A framework that allowed all countries - big and small - to
make their voice heard, to seek common solutions, and to train their forces together, was too precious an asset
to be squandered. And I believe that we now have a clear picture in NATO of the challenges before us, and
what it takes to ensure success in the third phase of the Alliance's evolution. The conflicts arising out of the
disintegration of Yugoslavia exacerbated tensions between NATO and Russia, although in general relations
between the two sides remained calm, helped by the close personal relationship between Clinton and Yeltsin.
NATO also had to associate a Russia that, in a sense, was both an old empire and a new state, still unsure of its
European vocation. Most importantly, to achieve lasting progress in Afghanistan, security improvements must
be accompanied by improvements in other fields, such as job opportunities, power supply, transport
infrastructure, medical facilities and education services. It is also a rising star of the 21st century - a
self-confident, pluralist democracy with an economy so dynamic that it is the envy of many in Europe and
North America. It says some 20, military personnel are currently engaged in NATO missions around the
world, operating in Afghanistan, Kosovo and the Mediterranean. As Russia has emerged from the chaos and
economic troubles that characterized the initial years after the fall of the Soviet Union , it has become more
assertive on its borders and less willing to cooperate with other European states. With Afghanistan our No.


