
A LOOK AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS

A girl is accused during the Salem Witch Trials (Bettmann / CORBIS) said there were several other witches looking to
destroy the Puritans.

April 3: Sarah Cloyce came to the defense of her sister, Rebecca Nurse. Around June 8: A Massachusetts law
which had been made obsolete by another law against hangings was resurrected and passed anew, allowing
executions for witchcraft. Ann Foster, her daughter Mary Lacey Sr. Only those who refused to confess met
death. Cotton Mather wrote a letter to John Richards, a judge, with advice on how the court should proceed. In
addition, year-old Giles Corey died after being pressed with heavy stonesâ€”his punishment for refusing to
enter an innocent or guilty plea to the court. Immediately following this execution, the court adjourned for 20
days until June 30 while it sought advice from New England's most influential ministers "upon the state of
things as they then stood. Sources: Upham, Charles W. Chief Magistrate William Stoughton â€” February 8:
A copy of the new provincial charter for Massachusetts arrived in Boston. Burroughs was carried in a Cart
with others, through the streets of Salem, to Execution. As in complaints upon witchcrafts, there may be
matters of inquiry which do not amount unto matters of presumption, and there may be matters of presumption
which yet may not be matters of conviction, so it is necessary, that all proceedings thereabout be managed
with an exceeding tenderness towards those that may be complained of, especially if they have been persons
formerly of an unblemished reputation. Mary English was sent to Boston to be jailed there. The Before section
below gives a rich introduction to the environment which may have fostered the accusations and executions.
Dorcas is identified incorrectly in some records as Dorothy. Bridget Bishop of Salem Village was accused of
witchcraft, but the Rev. A few days later, Mary Warren admitted lying about the accusation, saying the other
girls were also lying. Thanks for watching! For one thing â€”the map they were using has been called into
question. If you want to skip to the first strange behavior of the girls involved, start with January 


