
THE TRADITIONS AND BELIEFS THAT DEFINE AN AMERICAN

American culture encompasses the customs and traditions of the United States. " Culture encompasses religion, food,
what we wear, how we.

The "ideal" family consists of a mother, a father, and two or three children. Nearly every region of the world
has influenced American culture, most notably the English who colonized the country beginning in the early s.
Women are more likely than men to suffer from a sense of disempowerment and to have a distorted or low
self-image. If American religious and ethical traditions come almost wholly from Christian and Jewish sources
combining, of course, those classical ideas which were incorporated into Christian and Western civilization ,
American social traditions are derived chiefly from British tradition. To learn more about individual states,
visit our State Guide. The national Census does not hyphenate Americans of European descent. Such use of
this designation is impolitic from the perspective of Canadians and Latin Americans. Ninety percent of the U.
Territories to the west and south of the original colonies were acquired through later purchases and
concessions. The State of the Physical and Social Sciences The United States is a leading producer and
exporter of scientific knowledge and technology. However, after the Civil War when freed male slaves, but
not freed women or white women, were given the right to vote, the women's suffrage movement broke with
the civil rights movement in the South. The idea that the environment shapes culture or character does have
cultural currency. In addition to the practitioners of world religions such as priests, ministers, and rabbis, the
United States has a tradition of nonordained and nontraditional religious practitioners. You will probably want
to familiarize yourself with American culture before your departure, in order to make the transition as easy as
possible. The United States has a population of over million census , but it is relatively sparsely populated.
The flag is also employed frequently as a symbol of protest. Women are paid seventy cents to every male
dollar for comparable jobs. However, gay marriages are increasingly common whether or not they are
formally recognized by the state. Suburbs are often referred to as bedroom communities, suggesting that
suburbanites depend on a nearby city for employment, services, and cultural activities. Women usually adopt
the husband's surname upon marriage, but it is increasingly common for women to keep their own surnames
and for the children to use both the father's and the mother's last names. An important literary school known as
Southern Gothic discussed the nature of rural southern A tractor harvesting crops in the western United States.
Although occasional attention is paid to the "plight of the family farm," the growth of agribusiness has not
resulted in major overt conflicts because most Americans see corporate growth as the fair outcome of free
enterprise and competition. Country music, another popular genre, has its roots in the early American folk
music of the Southeast now termed country or bluegrass. Patterson, Thomas C. Public Policies and the Misuse
of Forest Resources,  He had also a Bible in English, we may remember, which again implied a long history of
religion. Political Life Government. Each state has as many electors as it has senators and representatives, the
latter of which are awarded according to population. The most important of these acquisitions was the
Louisiana Purchase of , by which the country doubled its territory.


