
THE EFFECTS OF MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL MINING ON THE

APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS

The Appalachian region is home to one of the oldest and most biologically diverse mountain systems on the continent.
Tragically, mountaintop removal mining.

The researchers said they plan to update the data on an annual basis. Burton, Michael J. Environmental
Protection Agency called it the worst environmental disaster east of the Mississippi. Balancing the risks and
benefits of mountaintop mining " "The quality of the low-sulphur Appalachian coal and the growth of the US
coal industry have led to a substantial increase in MTR. Hendryx: Blowing up mountains, deforesting large
tracts of land, polluting streams, destroying roads from all the trucks going by, coating the landscape in dust,
making people sick â€” what other employers are going to move into that area? He has studied the health
effects of mountaintop removal in West Virginia for 10 years. Rebecca Scott, another native West Virginian,
examined the sociological relationship of identity and natural resource extraction in central Appalachia in her
book, Removing Mountains  Oil and gas companies are now able to drill multiple wells on a single well pad,
which reduces the land impact. One is the activity at the sites themselves that are raising the overburdens â€”
the dust coming into the air above the coal seams. The documentary, Mountain Top Removal , focuses on
Mountain Justice Summer activists, coal field residents, and coal industry officials. Those are coming we think
in part from mining activities that use fossil fuels in diesel explosives, for example, and in diesel trucks and
trains. Active for more than 40 years, the Hobet mine has transformed about 10, acres of natural mountain
peaks into manmade mesas. Dangerously high levels of conductivity and selenium have also been discovered
in correlation with developmental abnormalities among West Virginia fish located downstream of
mountaintop removal sites. Researchers also have been studying the impact of mountaintop removal
operations on the health of people living nearby. Earthjustice has been in the courts and in Congress on behalf
of other local and national environmental and community groups to stop this destructive practice and protect
Appalachia for future generations. What he has found, Hendryx says, is a public health disaster, with more
than a thousand extra deaths each year in areas of Appalachia where mountaintop removal MTR operations
take place. The impacts on communities of blowing up mountains and dumping the rubble into streams are
profound. The massive dragline in the photo, which can weigh up to 12 million pounds and be as big as an
entire city block, is dwarfed by the scale of this devastation. They also maintain that the new growth on
reclaimed mountaintop mined areas is better suited to support populations of game animals. And finally, we
are working to educate our nation's lawmakers on the serious public health threats of this extremely
destructive mining practice.


