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After Pakistan gained its independence in August , Iran was the first country to recognize its sovereign status. Pakistan's
relations with Iran grew strained at.

And now, with US sanctions on Iran renewed after Trump withdrew from the nuclear deal last year, and
Pakistan currently in need of American backing to secure another IMF loan, Washington has even more
leverage than before. In , Iran's leader Ayatollah Khamenei said that Kashmiris are being oppressed. Although
bilateral relations became more complicated after the Iranian revolution, the two continued to cooperate, for
example in Afghanistan where both supported the mujahideen during the anti-Soviet war. Some of the clauses
of the treaty of friendship had wider geopolitical significance. A Pakistani delegation was due to travel to Iran.
Iran has expressed interest in joining CPEC, but potential Saudi investment in an oil refinery at Gwadar may
well prevent any Iranian involvement. Its army helped establish the Saudi military, and, by the end of the Cold
War, around 15, Pakistani troops were stationed in the kingdom. Recent history shows that Islamabad has
managed to remain neutral even when its links to Riyadh have been strong. Then, in , prime minister Sharif
â€” who lived in exile in the kingdom and has particularly close personal ties to the Gulf â€” stayed out of the
Saudi war in Yemen. Both countries granted each other MFN status for trade purposes; the shah offered
Iranian oil and gas to Pakistan on generous terms, and the Iranian and Pakistani armies cooperated to suppress
the rebel movement in Baluchistan. Centrifuge technology was transferred in ; since then, there have been no
further atoms for peace agreements. During the s, there was some collaboration in defense; for example,
Pakistan provided nuclear technology to Iran, and the two nations jointly produced Al-Khalid tanks. Pakistan
has never been a Saudi puppet. Pakistan rightly refused to be drawn into Saudi-Iranian conflict in Yemen,
sectarian crisis in Bahrain and the diplomatic row between the two after the execution of shia religious scholar
by Saudi Arabia. Though Iranian officials welcomed the move, they soon found themselves encircled by U.
The spokesperson further claimed that Pakistan is ready to provide humanitarian assistance to Iran in rescue
effort. A former president of Iran â€”89 , Khamenei succeeded Ayatollah Khomeini as the spiritual head of the
Iranian people. The chances of the implementation of the IP gas project had improved after the signing of
nuclear deal between Iran, US and P5 countries in Geneva on 24 November  Pant, a foreign policy writer,
noted that Iran was a natural ally and model for Pakistan for other reasons as well. The non-implementation of
IP gas pipeline Project conceived in was also attributable to US opposition and pressure. Only those
interviewees who had given prior permission to be named in outcomes of this research are given attribution.
For example, Taimur Shamil cautiously observed, "According to Pakistani security analysts, there is Iranian
funding and support in Afghanistan. Pakistan considers southern and eastern Afghanistan as its sphere of
influence since it is Pashto and Baloch speaking such as the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan ,
respectively. Contrary to the claim of a former Pakistani defense secretary that there has been no military
cooperation between Iran and Pakistan since the Islamic Revolution, there is evidence suggesting occasions of
significant cooperation in this area. Pakistan expressed concern over India's plan to build a highway linking
the southern Afghanistan city of Kandahar to Zahidan , since it will reduce Afghanistan's dependence on
Pakistan to the benefit of Iran. A staunch supporter of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Khamenei is
believed to be highly influential in Iran's foreign policy. Muhammad Faisal, condoled with the families of the
victims. Iran and Pakistan opposed the Soviet move and, throughout the war, aided the anti-Soviet
Mujahedeen to varying degrees. Particularly, in response to concerns from India, the shah of Iran said, "Iran
has no aggressive intentionsâ€¦ But it will not accept any attempt to liquidate Pakistan. Iran was not only the
first nation to recognise Pakistan, but its ruler, the Shah, was also the first head of state to visit, and both
countries allied themselves with the US against the Soviet Union. At first, "Iran was a friend and brother.
Relations between Iran and Pakistan improved after the removal of the Taliban in , but tensions remain.
Relations between the two countries were under great stress following terrorist attacks on both sides of the
frontier. Maliha Lodhi , in which Pakistan gave utmost assurance to Israel that Pakistan would not transfer any
aspects of its nuclear technology or materials to Iran. It also fits the new Pakistani narrative of amity with all
her neighbours. Islamabad also believes that India uses Iranian territory to launch hostile intelligence
operations against Pakistan. In addition, the international sanctions on Iran due to its controversial nuclear
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program could also become a factor in derailing IPI pipeline project altogether. Pakistan has been under a
strong influence of Saudi Arabia in its competition with Shiite majority Iran for influence across the broader
Islamic world, which it already has in its allied nations Lebanon and Syria. Since its beginning in , the
relationship between Iran and Pakistan has transformed significantly. Techno-entrepreneurship is the highly
trending topic of discussion in the global development and in ECO region Pakistan-Iran-Turkey , a lot of joint
projects have been executed since  Plans to introduce a ferry link from the port of Gwadar to Chabahar have
not materialised, and railway connectivity between Iran and Pakistan is woefully poor. There were close
interactions between the Safavid and Mughal empires, for example, with the latter making Persian its official
language. When widespread armed insurgency broke out in Pakistan's Balochistan Province in , Iran, fearing
the insurgency might spill over into its own Balochistan Province , offered large-scale support. Responding
swiftly to this revolutionary change, Foreign Minister of Pakistan Agha Shahi immediately undertook a state
visit to Tehran, meeting with his Iranian counterpart Karim Sanjabi on 10 March 


