
ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA

Antony and Cleopatra is a tragedy by William Shakespeare. The play was first performed, by the King's Men, at either
the Blackfriars Theatre or the Globe.

While in Alexandria however, the ageing Antony has become captivated by Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt and
mother to Julius Caesar's illegitimate son, Caesarion. It may be perceived as opposition between word and
deed but not to be confused with "duality. During the feast, Pompey refuses to allow his men to murder the
triumvirate Lepidus. What is said about Cleopatra is not always what one would normally say about a ruler;
the image that is created makes the audience expect "to see on stage not a noble Sovereign, but a dark,
dangerous, evil, sensual and lewd creature who has harnessed the 'captain's heart". Both utilise language to
undermine the power of the other and to heighten their own sense of power. The Egyptians, under Antony's
command, lose when he deserts the battle to follow Cleopatra's fleeing ships. However, certain characters
waver between betrayal and loyalty. Antony's lieutenant Enobarbus, though, knows that Octavia can never
satisfy him after Cleopatra. Doris Adler suggests that, in a postmodern philosophical sense, we cannot begin to
grasp the character of Cleopatra because, "In a sense it is a distortion to consider Cleopatra at any moment
apart from the entire cultural milieu that creates and consumes Antony and Cleopatra on stage. Enobarbus is
so overwhelmed by Antony's generosity, and so ashamed of his own disloyalty, that he dies from a broken
heart. Caesar, upon discovering the bodies, orders that Antony and Cleopatra be buried together. He has also
become infatuated with Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. James emphasizes the various ways in which
Shakespeare's play subverts the ideology of the Virgilian tradition; one such instance of this subversion is
Cleopatra's dream of Antony in Act 5 "I dreamt there was an Emperor Antony" [5. Ashamed of what he has
done for the love of Cleopatra, Antony reproaches her for making him a coward, but also sets this true and
deep love above all else, saying "Give me a kiss; even this repays me. Antony is captivated by Cleopatra,
Queen of Egypt. Historian Diana E. Cleopatra, who was emotionally invested in Antony, brought about the
downfall of Egypt in her commitment to love, whereas Mary Tudor's emotional attachment to Catholicism
fates her rule. They eventually decide that their friendship must be cemented by a political marriage between
Antony and Octavia, Caesar's sister. Once the Women's Liberation Movement grew between the s and s,
however, critics began to take a closer look at both Shakespeare's characterization of Egypt and Cleopatra and
the work and opinions of other critics on the same matter. These differing systems of thought and perception
result in very different versions of nation and empire. Antony and Cleopatra battle over this dynamic as heads
of state, yet the theme of power also resonates in their romantic relationship.


