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In the United States, % of all couple-households are same-sex There is no state-level protection for sexual orientation or
gender identity in 29 of the 50 US states. One-fifth (20%) of LGBTQ Americans have experienced We Are and What the
Future Holds,â€• Canadian Review of Sociology, vol.

Valence refers to the evaluative features of identity and is tied to self-validation. Because states vary in their
treatment of these issues, the effects of laws and policies on LGBT individuals often depend on where they
live or travel. Concern was also widespread that state sodomy laws, many of which had been repealed during
the s and s, would be reinstated on the pretext of preventing AIDS. Regular health care use by lesbians: A path
analysis of predictive factors. The scholarship of Kinsey, Ford and Beach, and Hooker challenged widespread
assumptions that homosexuality was a rare and pathological form of sexuality, practiced only by a small
number of social misfits. Another study, conducted in Houston, Texas, with a nonprobability sample of 1,
black, Latino, Asian, and white men and women, found that concordance rates between sexual behavior and
identity varied across racial and ethnic groups Ross et al. Because of the criminalization of homosexual acts
and the stigmatization of homosexual identity, local police generally had the freedom to harass and pursue gay
men and lesbians at will. And several efforts by the Trump Administration, such as pushing to ban transgender
people from serving openly in the military, lend doubt to whether the President would sign it. Third, sexual
orientation is about enduring patterns of experience and behavior. This concern received additional impetus
when the U. In psychological literature, stressors are defined as events and conditions e. This dysphoria can
manifest itself in a persistent unease with one's primary and secondary sex characteristics, a sense of
inappropriateness in one's gender role, and a strong and persistent identification with and desire to live in the
role of the other sex, which has been classified as gender identity disorder in the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition DSM -IV American Psychiatric Association,  In states that do not
grant same-sex partners the right to marry or do not have civil unions or extend full recognition to domestic
partnerships, same-sex couples also are denied a variety of benefits at the state level in such areas as income
taxes; inheritance rights; community property; and state-funded benefit programs providing for basic needs,
including health care. Third, they often show no regard whatsoever for the harms that the discrimination they
legitimize might inflict on those who are turned away from a range of important services and for the
nondiscrimination principle itself. Crocker et al. In Tennessee, where state law allows counselors to decline to
see LGBT patients based on their religious beliefs, researchers at the University of Tennessee have studied
how these refusal laws impact self-concealment and psychological distress. Researchers obtained oral
informed consent from interviewees, and notified interviewees why Human Rights Watch was conducting the
research and how it would use their accounts, that they did not need to answer any questions, and that they
could stop the interview at any time. Some have used an engineering analogy, explaining that stress can be
assessed as a load relative to a supportive surface Wheaton,  The concept of social stress extends stress theory
by suggesting that conditions in the social environment, not only personal events, are sources of stress that
may lead to mental and physical ill effects. They may also vary from one situation to another and change over
time. The expansion of discourse about sexuality from the domains of law and theology into medicine,
psychiatry, and psychology was considered a sign of progress by many at the time because it offered the hope
of treatment and cure rather than punishment for phenomena that society generally regarded as problematic.
Once you leave the confines of the urban environment, you get scared as you imagine. Similarly, Allport
described prejudice as a noxious environment for the minority person and suggested that it leads to adverse
effects. The extent to which patterns of same-sex sexual behavior differ across racial and ethnic groups is not
clear. In the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission ruled that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of does
not allow gender identity-based employment discrimination because it is a form of sex discrimination. A
long-standing ban on adoptions by lesbian or gay parents in Florida was overturned in  Sexual orientation and
health among U. At the same time, the epidemic fostered widespread activism to speed the testing and
approval of new AIDS treatments and to increase government funding for research and prevention. Finally,
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interviewees emphasized that the scope of religious exemptions is poorly understood, and many people
perceive these exemptions as blanket permission to discriminate based on religious beliefs. This was a sticking
point among movement groups and lawmakers from the outset, as some asserted that a narrower bill would be
easier to pass. Galvanized four years later by the Stonewall riots, when the patrons of a Greenwich Village bar
fought back against police harassment, the gay movement developed a more radical and antagonistic attitude
toward straight society as its leaders came under the sway of the countercultural New Left. In February , the
Trump Administration withdrew the guidance prohibiting discrimination against transgender youth in US
schools, arguing that the issue should be left to the states to resolve. Furthermore, they found an association
between identifying as a sexual minority and psychological distress. Marriage and relationships. Nevertheless,
it is important to distinguish between group-level and personal resources because when group-level resources
are absent, even otherwise-resourceful individuals have deficient coping. By the time President Trump took
office, the sodomy laws that effectively made gay people criminals had been repealed, the right for gays to
serve openly in the military was won, and marriage equality was achieved nationwide. In recent years,
arguments about religious freedom have been also levied at attempts to shore up protections for LGBT people.
Some scrambled on what position to take. But is it even necessary? For example, a lesbian or gay member of
the U. However, the ICESCR and the jurisprudence of the Committee remain a useful and authoritative guide
to the kind of state action necessary to advance and protect the right to health. At the time, her daughter was
already obtaining that treatment, had socially transitioned, and was seeing a therapist. Gender role conformity
refers to the extent to which an individual's gender expression adheres to the cultural norms prescribed for
people of his or her sex.


