
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AFRICAN HIGH GOD AND NATIVE AMERICAN

GOD

Among North American Indians and Central and South Africans, thunder is thought to be the voice of the High God. In
Siberia the sun and moon are considered.

As the animal was approaching him, it smelled some sweet-smelling food, saw the food and took some and ate
it. Mythologies: creation and existence The different groups of Africa have developed myths around their
supreme beings' transcendence and immanence. Africans do not hold their supreme beings directly responsible
for imperfectness in creation, but they do attribute fault and imperfectness in creation to the deities who are
involved in the process. In some sense, cosmogenic and cosmological myths serve the social and political
functions in the diverse traditional political groups of African communities, particularly the ways in which
different ethnic groups came into existence. One day, one of the animals came to greet him. Yurugu, the male
twin, due to impatience, broke through the placenta in need of a female. This made him decide to leave them.
The clay spread and fell on the north, which is the top, and from there stretched out to the south, which is the
bottom, of the world, â€¦ the earth lies flat, but the north is at the top. The names of the supreme being
generally reflect the nature of African universe and sociopolitical structure, and they describe the people's
perception of their conditioned environment and the polarity of the supreme being. Also, the spirit was happy
as he had neighbors to talk to and play with. Other common names among the Akan that are related in
etymological interpretation are Nyankopon and Onyankopon. There is, however, a strong belief indicated in
variants of myths that the creation is credited solely to the supreme being, whatever name it is called. It is
believed by practitioners to be omnipresent; manifesting in all things, including organisms , the environment,
and events both human-induced and otherwise. Thus, in ritual practices, these spiritual beings who populate
the physical universe are popular and influential among human beings but are limited in power. He closed the
door of the cave. Most of these names are encoded in etymologies which describe the qualities and functions
of such supreme beings. Water, the divine seed, was able to enter the womb of the earth, allowing a normal
reproductive cycle that resulted in the birth of twins, two beings. The myth "serves to demonstrate the rich
system of correspondences between the natural order, the social realm, and personal life" Sproul , p. The
derivative of the name Ngewo is vague. The first man and woman who were created by the great spirit usually
referred to him as Maada-le "He is grandfather". Supreme beings carry a distinct and unique quality in African
cosmology as creators with all other supreme attributes in the theocentric universe. These deities in most cases
play the role of intermediaries between the supreme being and human beings. Consequently, Christian
missionaries often used the term Gichi-ojichaag to refer to the Christian idea of a Holy Spirit. In all the
accounts, Nyame is acknowledged as the author, the creator of all things, hence his praise name Odomankoma
and his title Borebore, which means "excavator," "hewer," "carver," "creator," "originator," "inventor," or
"architect. There came light and rain that would purify the earth. According to Anishinaabe tradition,
Michilimackinac, later named by European settlers as Mackinac Island , in Michigan, was the home of Gitche
Manitou, and some Anishinaabeg tribes would make pilgrimages there for rituals devoted to the spirit. Nyame
is also said to have some divinities who are called his children because they derive their essential origin from
him. This spirit was later called Ngewo. The moral aspect of the relationship of the supreme being to the
African universe reveals the polarity of the being who is essentially good, and yet whose works of creation
directly or indirectly lead to misfortunes, chaos, and crises. His power and authority was so immense that all
he said would come to pass. As in some Eastern religions, a person who lives a worthy life on earth is
accepted into ancestral status, and a person who lives a degenerate life reincarnates into a lesser being such as
an animal and plant. There came a day when he said to himself, "I have all this power, why don't I use it?
Yurugu personifies the night and all those places that are uninhabitable, including dry lands. Historically,
Anishinaabe people believed in a variety of spirits, whose images were placed near doorways for protection.
Leve means "the giver of chicken" or "high one. The four other Nommo spirits who were created by Amma
gave birth to the four divisions of the Dogon and to their social life. As such, a variety of stories, parables,
fables, and messages exhibiting different, sometimes contradictory themes and plot elements have been
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attributed to the same figure by otherwise disparate cultures. Thus, human beings are liable for their actions
and must accept responsibility for the consequences of the choices they make in their lives. Some supreme
beings, and particularly divinities who serve as intermediaries of supreme beings, also exhibit certain human
negative behavioral attributes such as anger and fury. Although this myth does not reveal the beginning of
human beings, the Mende hold Ngewo as their creator and controller of their universe. Anthropomorphic
descriptions The African supreme being is described in anthropomorphic terms which reflect to great extent
human biological and social functions such as fatherhood and motherhood, and human physical and domestic
activities and cares. Natural phenomena provide avenues for hierophanic appearances manifestation of the
divine by the deities who manifest aspects of the supreme beings. Conceptualization[ edit ] The Great Spirit
has at times been conceptualized as an "anthropomorphic celestial deity," [5] a God of creation, history and
eternity, [6] who also takes a personal interest in world affairs and might regularly intervene in the lives of
human beings. You have violated my law. Many of the myths are handed down through many generations.


