
WHY SOLDIERS FOUGHT

A study adds new perspective to the age-old question of why soldiers fight. Dr. Leonard Wong, associate research
professor at the U.S. Army War Collegeâ€™s Strategic Studies Institute said the paper â€œWhy They Fight: Combat
Motivation in the Iraq" validated the popular belief.

Some wholeheartedly believed in the stated war aims. Haymarket was not unique in the autumn of , for there
were hospital sites just like the one at St. Our soldiers are closer thinkers and reasoners than the people at
home. One in five eligible black males served; 60 percent of Kentucky eligibles signed up. In at least one
instance, this problem became so serious that General William T. But psychiatric casualties made up only
about one in eight battle casualties. The motivation of soldiers in the Civil War is a subject that has long
intrigued me. In Gerald Linderman published Embattled Courage, concluding that the Civil War hardened
soldiers on both sides, stripping away whatever patriotic, ideological motives they had in the first years. He
could say that because the northerners seemed to have embraced essentially southern racial values.
Professional Learning Why They Fought: Ordinary Soldiers in the Civil War The documents and teaching
activities in this collection reveal the complex motivations that drove soldiers on both sides of the conflict. If
you resist you may will face the full might of the military crashing down on you. In this period, northerners
found they could distinguish southerners' admirable traits, their "manly daring," from the evil disloyalty of
their treason. They are, unsurprisingly, an increasing presence in the anti-war movement: organised, dedicated,
passionately angry. Gordon Cotton to author, November 26,  One Confederate veteran told his fellows, "I was
in the Confederate army because I knew the cause was right, but now we are a reunited people and the
common cause is right and we are for the United States" Oct. Most soldiers were between the ages of 18 and
39 with an average age just under  Boyd wrote that Jackson had faced the same issue in , and Boyd joined the
th Illinois partly because of that fact. Sometimes they jotted down their thoughts in the midst of battle,
crouching behind a tree just before or after an attack. It investigated the traditional assumptions about what
motivates soldiers to fight: patriotism, ideology, religion, ideals of duty and honour and manhood; glory and
adventure; training and discipline; and coercion. He faulted the army for keeping the sick in the same camp
with the healthy men, which ensured that those who were not yet sick soon would be. The heroes of a s
network television program piloted a car called the "Robert E. Most of them, when asked, did share one
position very firmly. Learn more. Some sneaks avoided battle: "Straggling is the rule," one officer wrote 
Randall C. Learn more about Confederate Soldiers. Very few tried to duck their duty. In March of , after
rejecting the idea several times, the Confederate Congress passed a law allowing black men to serve as armed
soldiers. Union rosters contained references to more than different careers, including accountant, surveyor,
locksmith, teacher, carpenter, shoemaker, black- smith, painter, mason, teamster, and mechanic.


