
THE STRANGE CAREER OF JIM CROW THESIS

"The Strange Career of Jim Crow" Thesis: The thesis of the book is that the Jim Crow laws and the segregation of the
races was a more recent development in.

Historical Problems: Woodward attempted to deal with the historical problems of the South since the time of
emancipation right up until the present. Using this two-pronged approach, the conservatives gathered the
support of the blacks and hence succeeded in holding elective office. The way the author tackles the rise and
fall of the Jim Crow era is another highlight of the book. Vann Woodward. Something important happened in
the s that led to the triumph of a radical white supremacism and a severe constriction in how whites sought to
define the boundaries of race relations through legal segregation and disfranchisement pp. This explains in
itself the influence this book has had on American society. The case, referred to as Brown vs. It was during
this period that the Jim Crow laws faced a barrage of counter actions in the form of integrative policies. This
bourgeois element disavowed the informal and often lethal means through which white supremacy had been
reinforced in rural settings. Writing out of the experience of his own extended scholarly debate with
Woodward, Rabinowitz noted that The Strange Career of Jim Crow had evolved from a "lecture series" into an
oft-used textbook on American race relations. Martin Luther King, Jr. Vann Woodward is quite rightly the
foremost methodical work on the severance of society system implemented in the southern United States.
Beyond what Rabinowitz and others have told us about a substantial amount of southern Jim Crow practice
and law that predated the s, other aspects of Woodward's treatment of the history of race in the postbellum
South will seem limited to a current reader. Moreover, he praised the book's concluding chapters, which
carried the story of the history of segregation and desegregation from the U. Morgan Kousser and James M.
See the discussion of the urbanization of north Louisiana and the decline of lynching in Michael J. Given the
common perception of white Americans and white southerners in the early s that "race relations had 'always
been that way,'" the first and foremost goal of Strange Career had to be to prove that "race relations had a
history. Prior to that, the social division of whites and blacks was not prevalent, even though black slavery was
a rampant phenomenon. Those who want interpretations with greater context and more recent perspective will
look elsewhere,[21] but Woodward's account of the era remains valuable. Martin Luther King, Jr. In sum,
perhaps Strange Career can no longer stand alone in the syllabus, but it endures as a central text for those who
seek to understand the history of race in America. This is primary documentation, by a committed and highly
insightful observer, of the tumultuous events that changed southern and American life in the twenty years after
Brown. When in reality that change had caused ripples, that would shape history and the way people think all
the way till today. Sorry, but copying text is forbidden on this website! This could have been written with
greater detail. Woodward has published 39 books of history by himself and more in collaboration with others
as well as numerous articles and lectures. A very interesting fact is that Dr. Woodward, a southern himself,
was born in Vanndale, Arkansas. Regarded as the one of the most renowned southern writer in America, his
powerful work tackled the issue of racial disjointing of the southern United States. Beginning in the late s, the
system of Jim Crow came under increasing challenge; the white South in the mid-twentieth century turned
away from the isolated path which it had shared with South Africa's segregationist apartheid regime pp. They
too forged a coalition with the black community but the friendship died soon after due to disregard for black
communities as a political force by the Northerners and a worsening financial recession in the country.
Historiographical Contributions: With regards to historiographical contributions, I think that this book opened
up this period of U. What is most striking about reading the first two-thirds of the book is how well it supports
what we now understand about the formation of racial ideologies. Another important yardstick is the fact that,
even to this day, copies of the book are printed to meet ever rising demand. Sales of the book have topped the
one million mark while scholars pay homage to it as one of the greatest non-fiction works of the past century.
Vann Woodward  Supreme Court was not far behind and attempts were made to end segregation at the
schools. However, with two subsequent editions of the book, one in August and another in October â€”each
adding new chapters as the Civil Rights movement progressedâ€”one wonders if Dr Woodward has gained a
lot of supporters that agree with his findings as well as some critics that sharply disagree, but it has opened up
a dialogue and it is a continuing discussion in the life of this country. What I inferred as the greatest quality of
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the book is that the author managed to be objective in the whole book and presented an unbiased point of
view. The fears provoked by the encounter of relatively anonymous African-Americans and whites in urban
spaces were deeply informed by understandings of gender and sexuality. Some of the issues he took on were
segregation, the Jim Crow Laws, and integration. Navy as a writer on its historical staff in which he wrote
battle reports. However, Woodward was able to successfully refute this argument by highlighting that
following the end of the Civil War, stringent compliance with these draconian laws on racial separation was
not made mandatory at once, that is, there was a considerable lapse of time between the end of the War and
segregationist laws taking strict effect meaning that following the war, the American South witnessed an era of
peace and acceptance as blacks and whites socialized freely. Vann Woodward explains the development of
Jim Crow Laws starting in the period of Reconstruction until its legal demise in 


