
THE FOUR QUARTETS

Four Quartets is a set of four poems written by T. S. Eliot that were published over a six-year period. The first poem,
Burnt Norton, was published with a collection.

Some critics have suggested that there were various classical works that Eliot focused on while writing the
pieces. V The sea has many voices , Many gods and many voices. Each section, as in the musical image,
would be distinct even though they share the same performance. Augustine discussed it, in that memory
allows one to understand words and life. The achievement is of a high order, but the best qualities of Four
Quartets are inevitably different from those of The Waste Land. The Four Quartets abandons time, as per
Dante's conception of the Empyrean , and allows for opposites to co-exist together. Memory within the poem
is similar to how St. Each of the four quartets does slightly different things with this basic pattern, but all four
of them follow the pattern to some extent. For us, there is only the trying. The only wisdom we can hope to
acquire Is the wisdom of humility: humility is endless. And what there is to conquer By strength and
submission, has already been discovered Once or twice, or several times, by men whom one cannot hope To
emulate â€”but there is no competitionâ€” There is only the fight to recover what has been lost And found and
lost again and again: and now, under conditions That seem unpropitious. He doesn't always keep to this
device, especially when he is more concerned with thematic development. Shall I say it again? Old men ought
to be explorers Here or there does not matter We must be still and still moving Into another intensity For a
further union, a deeper communion Through the dark cold and the empty desolation, The wave cry, the wind
cry, the vast waters Of the petrel and the porpoise. This hope is not part of the present. Although there are four
poems comprising Four Quartets, each of these four poems comprises five sections. This section prepares us
for the fourth movement â€” a brief lyric. I There is, it seems to us, At best, only a limited value In the
knowledge derived from experience. Leavis and emphasised how Eliot captured Christian experience in
general and how it relates to literature. So the starting-point of the poem was a very personal experience. The
second movement, in a sense, takes the opposite approach: it explores one theme but from two contrasting
ways, usually a highly lyrical piece immediately followed by a more colloquial exploration of the same thing.
But I am not so sure about his imagination. Eliot was unable to finish the poem until September  The only way
to discover eternity is through memory, understanding the past, and transcending beyond time. Eliot might
have hoped for more, but that's something. Eliot tries to create a new system, according to Denis Donoghue ,
in which he is able to describe a Christianity that is not restricted by previous views that have fallen out of
favour in modern society or contradicted by science. Eliot's Four Quartets has not lost its status as a strikingly
'modern' poem; its evolving meditations, however, merely play complex variations upon the design and motifs
of Romantic representation of the poets educational progress. Eliot wrote that the last three poems that make
up Four Quartets are patriotic poems â€” but then he crossed out this statement. Following his split with his
wife in the early s, T. It is fitting that the final poem in the sequence ends with fire as its thematic element: the
fire serves as a Dantean symbol for purgation and renewal. It seems not unseemly to suppose that Eliot's
imagination and is this not a theology? We must be still and still moving Into another intensity For a further
union , a deeper communion III I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope For hope would be hope for
the wrong thing; wait without love, For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith But the faith
and the love and the hope are all in the waiting. And what you do not know is the only thing you know And
what you own is what you do not own And where you are is where you are not. More to the point, would you
still be alive? Over the past quarter of a century, most serious criticsâ€”whether or not they find Christian faith
impossibleâ€”have found in the Quartets the greatest twentieth-century achievements in the poetry of
philosophy and religion. Abrams claimed, "Even after a quarter-century, T. This does leave us with the
question, though: how should we analyse Four Quartets? These moments also rely on the idea of Krishna in
the Bhagavad-Gita that death can come at any moment, and that the divine will is more important than
considering the future.


