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What did you see after the ouster of the General Gowon-led Federal Government? If we had sustained even 10
percent per annum for 20 more years, today the per capital income of Nigeria would not be less than 20,
dollars and the â€¦. Children were starved, because there was a lot of starvation in the East. Even when,
finally, the Biafrans leftthat is, were pushed acrossI then asked the general commanding the division, gave him
the name of my brother and all that, thinking that he might be in hiding, they might find him. That language
policy may not be very revolutionary but it will accelerate national integration. Apart from what you tagged
discipline of planning, what else is responsible for the arrested development in Nigeria? If he had told us that,
things would have been prepared more properly, and Aburi would have been more fruitful because everybody
would have known what we went there for. So whatever we have is less than 2 percent of what it used to be.
The British were still in charge. And remember when de Gaulle went to Quebec and said, Vive le Qubec libre?
If I canceled itthis was before things became too badthis would give credence to [the idea that] everything was
finished. Now this led to the fact that a few of us, apart from doing our work in the ministries, were concerned
and when you are concerned and doing your best, people know. He was very hesitant. We ranked about
number 58 on the top. Thereafter, there was no such premeditated massacre, but there was a great deal of
frayed nerves, a perception that committed the atrocities. By , the Port Harcourt refinery was commissioned.
Some got back their jobsthis was before the war ended. Nothing is wrong with the Federal Character but they
should recruit people who must have the minimum qualifications. He allowed debates, robust debates, and at
the end we always came to a consensus. Thats one road, you know, to preserve the federal republic, because Id
been appointed a permanent secretary, no longer an ordinary civil servant. The war was raging then? Before
that, we, from my house at 14 Cameroon road Ikoyi, wrote to Ojukwu. And we later on discovered that in
France itself, never minding what had happened, their commercial relationship with Nigeria was more
important than all the ex-French-speaking African countries together. Some people are now demanding 45
states because they think we will still be sharing. You know things, as Achebe said, fall apart and they then
followed it up with the theory of Federal Character. Bartholomews Massacre in France, and of course the
terrible things which happened in Asia. Let anybody who wants to rule say this is the vision I want to
implement. Can you imagine nearly fully armed troops running amok out of fear. Things were restarted. In
July seventy-five [], unfortunately, the military had their third coup and removed General Gowon. No war
then. What do we see now? By doing that, 10, people were relieved of their positions within a period of two
months without due process, without query and answer. They no longer exist. Nobody thought those military
boys to come and govern. If you are a Senior Assistant Secretary, you need unanimity. When you read it you
will understand what I am saying. Somebody must have told him that. Nigeria has had its own fair share of
crises. During the counter coup of July 29, where the Igbo and their officers were slaughtered in their
numbers, the civil service then was still being respected by the army.


