
ESSAY ON LIBERATION SUMMARY

Summary[edit]. Marcuse argues that advanced industrial society has rendered the traditional conception of human
freedom obsolete.

And, while he is quite critical of contemporary democracy, he blames the corrupting influence of capitalism
and not Democracy itself. Weber, Max. This struggle is a far cry from the ideal of humanism and humanitas; it
is the struggle for life â€” life not as masters and not as slaves, but as men and women. However, the
development of the productive forces beyond their capitalist organization suggests the possibility of freedom
within the realm of necessity. Then it might regain the potential that nineteenth-century Marxism had to
inspire men to fight for a better way of life. But this fact easily obscures the essential precondition: in order to
become vehicles of freedom, science and technology would have to change their present direction and goals;
they would have to be reconstructed in accord with a new sensibility â€” the demands of the life instincts.
From the harmless drive for better zoning regulations and a modicum of protection from noise and dirt to the
pressure for closing of whole city areas to automobiles, prohibition of transistor radios in all public places,
decommercialization of nature, total urban reconstruction, control of the birth rate â€” such action would
become increasingly subversive of the institutions of capitalism and of their morality. In this Marcuse has
failed. Certainty is a luxury denied inhabitants of the twentieth century. Consequently, the rupture with the
continuum of aggression and exploitation would also break with the sensibility geared to this universe. Their
violence is that of the Establishment and takes as targets figures which, rightly or wrongly, seem to be
different, and to represent an alternative. What is at the root of Marcuse's statement is the recognition that a
market economic system reliant upon the cycle of production and consumption i. Such a practice involves a
break with the familiar, the routine ways of seeing, hearing, feeling, understanding things so that the organism
may become receptive to the potential forms of a non-aggressive, non-exploitative world. Today, the rupture
with the linguistic universe of the Establishment is more radical: in the most militant areas of protest, it
amounts to a methodical reversal of meaning. After a weekend of such sensual release we return docilely to
our work stations. However, these tactics eventually lead to the destruction of the established law and order
because when the society becomes illegitimate in the eyes of the capitalists, it overrules itself, thereby opening
the way for revolution as, having negated itself, revolution is no longer illegitimate. Then Mercuse goes on to
discuss what he calls an absurd situation: The capitalist forces are in favor of the preservation of democracy
since it is, to a great extent, an active force in preservation of the status quo  Instinctual revolt turns into
political rebellion, and against this union, the Establishment mobilizes its full force. Marxists living in the
West, beyond the reach of Soviet suppression, have attempted to develop a comprehensive theory more in tune
with the complexities of contemporary society than Classical Marxism. If this idea of a radical transformation
is to be more than idle speculation, it must have an objective foundation in the production process of advanced
industrial society, [5] in its technical capabilities and their use. Released from their service in the cause of
exploitation, they could be mobilized for the global elimination of poverty and toil. In contrast, the radical
transformation of society implies the union of the new sensibility with a new rationality. What is meant by
these metaphors? To them I dedicate this essay. Liberation, therefore, entails the subversion of the
psychological and socialized attachment to commodity consumption, and the re-envisioning and redefinition
of new values and needs emancipated from the standardized pleasure, status, and symbols which reproduce the
contemporary capitalist political-economic system. Gerth and Mills.


