
LEARNING THEORIES AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

Piaget's () theory of cognitive development explains how a child constructs It focuses on development, rather than
learning per se, so it does not address.

Major Child Development Theories The following are just a few of the many child development theories that
have been proposed by theorists and researchers. Inhelder, B. For example, a child might be able to recognize
that his or her dog is a Labrador, that a Labrador is a dog, and that a dog is an animal, and draw conclusions
from the information available, as well as apply all these processes to hypothetical situations. While some
other child development theories suggest that personality continues to change and grow over the entire
lifetime, Freud believed that it was early experiences that played the greatest role in shaping development. On
the other hand, an experiment on the effects of modifying testing procedures to match local cultural produced
a different pattern of results. Piaget has as his most basic assumption that babies are phenomenists. The child
will then give his answer. Cognitive development or thinking is an active process from the beginning to the
end of life. There is an emergence in the interest of reasoning and wanting to know why things are the way
they are. The schema is a stored form of the pattern of behavior which includes looking at a menu, ordering
food, eating it and paying the bill. He found that doing so consistently prompts older infants 18â€”24 months
to search for the object, but fails to prompt younger infants less than six months to do so. Piaget's theory of
cognitive and affective development: Foundations of constructivism. We all have personal experience with
development, but it is sometimes difficult to understand how and why people grow, learn, and act as they do.
Abstract, hypothetical thinking is not yet developed in the child, and children can only solve problems that
apply to concrete events or objects. He was an inspiration to many who came after and took up his ideas.
Search for: Cognitive Development: The Theory of Jean Piaget Cognition refers to thinking and memory
processes, and cognitive development refers to long-term changes in these processes. After observing children
closely, Piaget proposed that cognition developed through distinct stages from birth through the end of
adolescence. A preoperational child will typically judge the taller, thinner glass to contain more, while a
concrete operational child will judge the amounts still to be the same. When tasks were altered, performance
and therefore competence was affected. One difference is reversibility, or the ability to think about the steps of
a process in any order. Readiness concerns when certain information or concepts should be taught. During this
stage, the child's cognitive structures can be characterized by reality. Skinner , insisted that learning occurs
purely through processes of association and reinforcement. A child in the concrete operations stage will say
that Jane will still think it's under the box even though the child knows it is in the drawer. During this stage,
behaviors lack a sense of thought and logic. It focuses on the thought process behind the behavior. The issue
has not yet been resolved experimentally, but its theoretical aspects were reviewed in [59] â€” then developed
further from the viewpoints of biophysics and epistemology. Developmentally appropriate practice, Revised
edition. In order to understand human development, a number of different theories of child development have
arisen to explain various aspects of human growth. The Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky argues that the
development of language and thought go together and that the origin of reasoning is more to do with our
ability to communicate with others than with our interaction with the material world. The child, however, is
still not able to perform operations, which are tasks that the child can do mentally, rather than physically.
However, he found that spatial awareness abilities developed earlier amongst the Aboriginal children than the
Swiss children. Preoperational stage from age 2 to age 7 3. Authored by: Kelvin Seifert and Rosemary Sutton.
Toward a theory of instruction. New York: Basic Books. Mind in society: The development of higher
psychological processes. There have been a number of studies showing how bilingualism contributes to the
executive function of the brain, which is the main center at which cognitive development happens.


