
HOW TO WRITE A FORMAL POLICE STATEMENT

If you're a police officer or security guard, knowing how to write up a detailed and accurate report is important. A well
written Should a formal report be signed?.

If the defence team sees an ambiguous statement or one that makes unjustified claims they may decide it is
worth calling you to court to sow the seeds of doubt. When he returned to the shop after going to the tax office
his wife confirmed that the men who attacked her were the same men. Even if you have not reported a crime,
you may be contacted by the police if they believe you may have information about a crime. It is very
important to do this, even if you feel nervous about doing it, as it could affect the investigation. Miranda
contacted the base to inform the duty that his wife was being discharged from the clinic at hrs that day. This
includes: descriptions or names of anyone involved or witnesses to the crime the registration number of any
vehicles that were at the place when the crime happened, even if they were not involved the driver may have
seen something descriptions, identifying marks or serial numbers of any stolen or damaged property Giving a
written statement If you give a written statement, the police will normally ask to come to your home or ask
you to visit the police station, but will try to meet your needs. If you realize that you missed something after
you signed the statement, provide the information to police as soon as you can. If you do have injuries, you
may wish to visit the victim of crime section. In some cases the police may bring recording equipment to your
home or other venue that you have agreed. Video recording is mostly used if you are under the age of 17 soon
to be 18 or are the victim in a sensitive case, for example a sex crime. Also, if you had any injuries, the police
may take pictures so your injuries can be used as evidence later. In this unusual situation, it would be sensible
to get advice from the medical defence organisation before writing a statement. The duty officers said he
would contact him later day to arrange to interview her. Mrindas stated that his wife was probably more able
to give details of the men after she had recovered. The duty officer asked him for further details. Even then,
the doctor should clarify the position before releasing the information. The police officer will not discuss the
evidence that you are going to give before the interview is recorded. When you report the crime, you may be
in shock and might not be able to remember everything that happened. Later, if you are asked to give evidence
, you will be given a copy of your statement to refresh your memory. Your statement You do not have to make
a statement or answer questions but it will help police investigate the crime. Once the statement has been
written, the police officer will ask you to read through it to check that it is right. You can ask for a copy of
your statement. How your statement is used The police keep a record of your statement. If the case goes to
court, a copy of your statement is given to the accused person's lawyer. Forensic medicine is a specialty. Tell
the police, in your own words, everything you remember about what happened. A copy of the witness
statement is usually given only to Crown and defence counsel, who can ask questions about your statement at
the trial. He then came immediately to the base to report the incident. The police realise that talking about
what you have witnessed can be a difficult experience. In criminal law, the prosecution has to prove its case
beyond reasonable doubt. It can be difficult to make a statement to the police, especially if you are providing
information about a crime that may have been committed by a family member, loved one or friend. Police will
ask you to read the statement and sign it. Mirandas stated that he opened his shop late hrs that day as he had to
take his two children to the doctors in the, morning. The police asked him to go back to his shop and record all
missing items from his store , they also took a contact number from him it was and asked him to contact them
when his wife was fit enough to provide more information. Also explain where you saw them and what time.
It is important that you read the written statement and confirm it is completely accurate before you sign it
because you may be asked about it as a witness in court. Police will usually video record the statements of
child victims. If you find making your statement distressing, you can ask for a break at any time. Last
modified:. Were they registered? If you want you can ask the police officer to read your statement to you. This
is to make sure that you give the most accurate description of what you saw or know. If you are the victim of a
crime, or a witness who needs support or help in making a statement to the police, you can call a victim
service worker by calling VictimLinkBC at 


